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Members and Deputy Members in Attendance 
Douglas Caldwell Department of Defense (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 
Andrew Flora Department of Commerce (Bureau of the Census) 
Michael Fournier Department of Commerce (Bureau of the Census) 
Tony Gilbert Government Printing Office  
Bruce Johnson Library of Congress 
Elizabeth Kanalley Department of Agriculture (U.S. Forest Service) 
William Logan Department of Homeland Security (U.S. Coast Guard) 
                                                  (Chairman) (voting) 
Michael Shelton Department of the Interior (National Park Service) 
Douglas Vandegraft Department of the Interior (Bureau of Ocean Energy 
    Management, Regulation and Enforcement) 
Meredith Westington Department of Commerce (Office of Coast Survey) 
  
Ex-Officio 
Lou Yost, Executive Secretary, U.S. Board on Geographic Names/Domestic Names 
Committee 
 
Staff 
Maria McCormick, U.S. Geological Survey 
Jennifer Runyon, U. S. Geological Survey  
Gregory Winters, U. S. Geological Survey 
 
Guests 
William McNulty, National Geographic Maps 
Andrea Theobald, Bureau of the Census 
 
1. Opening 
 
The meeting opened at 9:37 a.m.  Kanalley attended via telephone.  Flora introduced 
Andrea Theobald, a student currently working at the Census Bureau. 
 
2.   Minutes of the 731st Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 731st meeting, held July 14th, were approved with several minor 
typographical corrections.   
 
3. Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Hébert) 
 
In Chairman Hébert’s absence, Logan had nothing to report.  
 



3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
Yost reported that the Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names (ACAN) would be 
meeting on August 19th at 9:00 a.m. at USGS in Reston. 
 
The next meeting of the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) is scheduled to take place 
August 23rd at the new National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency headquarters at Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia.  Anyone interested in attending is directed to contact Trent Palmer. 
 
Yost reported that the Director of the USGS had received an inquiry on the use of the 
name Sea of Japan for the body of water between the Korean peninsula and the 
Japanese archipelago on the USGS’s earthquake website.  The inquirer was told that 
the BGN has a policy to only apply one name to maps and charts for high seas features, 
and that the BGN has been decided that the official name for this body of water is the 
Sea of Japan.   
 
3.3   Special Committee on Communications (Westington) 
 
Westington had nothing to report.  Shelton announced that the National Park Service 
may be able to reprint the BGN tri-fold brochures once the current supply runs low.  
The existing version will be distributed at COGNA, with a sticker noting the revised 
FNC contact information.  Winters reported that the brochures should be available as 
PDF files on the BGN website soon.   
 
3.4   Executive Secretary (Yost)  
 
The DNC staff has received several inquiries from the media regarding the possible 
proposal to apply the new name John Denver Peak to an unnamed summit on Mount 
Sopris in Colorado.  The feature in question is in a wilderness area.  The DNC received 
a similar proposal from the same proponent in 2009 but the case was closed after a 
request for more information went unanswered.  To date, the proposal has not been 
resubmitted, although several newspaper accounts indicate one is forthcoming.   
 
Yost announced that the BGN Executive Secretary and staff travel to the annual 
conference of the Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA) has been 
disapproved.  Jane Messenger, BGN staff (Rolla), and Maria McCormick and Renee 
Hughes, GNIS staff (Denver) are tentatively scheduled to attend.  Four DNC agencies 
(Homeland Security, Interior, Commerce, and Defense) are expected to be represented.  
Logan suggested that more discussion should take place at next month’s meeting 
regarding the DNC meeting that is scheduled to be held during the COGNA conference. 
 
3.5   Staff Report (Runyon) 
 
Review List 407, comprising 37 new proposals, was completed and posted online.   
 
The previous downloadable version of the Principles, Policies, and Procedures (PPP) 
document was reformatted into a smaller and more manageable Word file and has been 
reposted to the BGN website.   



3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (Yost) 
 
On August 9-10, the USGS National Geospatial Program (NGP) hosted a two-day 
Technical Exchange Meeting to address issues related to the mission and staff support 
for the geographic names project.  One of the primary concerns is the issue of collecting 
and maintaining administrative (non-physical) feature names.  Although the BGN has 
always considered itself responsible for promulgating all feature names, in accordance 
with the 1947 Public Law, there are some who believe this is an unrealistic goal, given 
the limited BGN and GNIS staff resources.  USGS management also questioned the 
promulgation of names not under BGN decision purview, as well as the usefulness of 
historical features and variant names.  Yost reminded the attendees that GNIS is used 
by a wider community of users and it not “merely” a cartographic database.  The 
National Hydrography Dataset has also reaffirmed the importance of accurate stream 
names and locations.  After considerable discussion, it was suggested that collection 
efforts should be reprioritized, with a focus on the more useful and pertinent features, 
primarily those that are of importance to the homeland security community (fire 
stations, police stations, EMS, schools, etc.).   This will by necessity result in less 
emphasis on other administrative feature types.  The proposed model is to rely more 
heavily on existing national datasets, which will ideally be provided, endorsed, and 
maintained by authoritative sources.  Examples include the Department of Justice 
police station file and the Department of Education national school dataset.  A 
representative of NGP may wish to make a presentation to the DNC at a future date. 
 
3.7   Special Committee on Native Names and Tribal Consultation (Kanalley) 
 
Kanalley reported that the Special Committee met on July 14th immediately following 
the DNC meeting.  The committee’s final policy is still being drafted, although 
significant progress has been made.  The Department of the Interior has yet to finalize 
its tribal consultation policy but is expected to do so in late August.  Kanalley will 
provide a synopsis of the subcommittee’s activities at the COGNA conference. 
 
3.8   Principles, Policies, and Procedures (PPP) Review   (Logan) 
 
Logan reported that he, Kanalley, and Runyon met at USGS on July 22nd and July 27th 
to continue their review of the PPP.  They discussed Chapter 3, including Policy X.  
Logan also reviewed the expected timeline for the next steps, noting that he will also 
present an overview of the PPP revision at the COGNA conference.   
 
4.   Docket Review (Runyon) 
 
There was no docket presented to allow time instead for the ongoing review of the 
Principles, Policies, and Procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. Closing 
 
Location and Time of Next Meeting 
 
The regular meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.   Following a lunch break, several 
members and staff reconvened in Room 1352 to continue their review of the PPP.  
Chapter 3, Policies I through VI were revised and approved by the members present. 
 
The afternoon meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
       (signed) Louis A. Yost  
 
       
                  _______________________________ 
       Louis A. Yost, Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) William G. Logan 
 
 
__________________________ 
William G. Logan, Chairman 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


