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1. Opening 
 
The meeting opened at 9:35 a.m.  Mark DeMulder attended the meeting via telephone.  
Flora introduced Brian Ellison, a West Virginia University student working currently at 
the Census Bureau. 
 
2.   Minutes of the 730th Meeting 
 
The minutes of the 730th meeting, held June 9th, were approved as submitted.   
 
3. Reports 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Hébert) 
 
In Chairman Hébert’s absence, Logan reported that the BGN Quarterly meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, July 19th at the Department of State, at 1:30 p.m. in the Ralph 



Bunche Library.  Attendees were reminded to contact Leo Dillon regarding access to the 
State Department building.  The next BGN meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 
18th, location to be determined.  
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Yost) 
 
The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (Foreign Names Committee staff) has 
completed its relocation from Bethesda, Maryland, to Fort Belvoir, Virginia.  Telephone 
numbers and addresses for NGA contacts are being updated on the BGN website. 
 
The Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use (PCGN) is 
scheduled to meet with the BGN staff September 26th-30th at the State Department.  
Further details are to follow.  The possibility of the PCGN touring the new NGA facility 
at Fort Belvoir was discussed. 
 
There is no new information regarding the Afghanistan delegation visit.  The visit was 
canceled for the current fiscal year, and is likely to be permanently canceled. 
 
3.3   Special Committee on Communications (Westington) 
 
The Committee has not met since the last DNC meeting.  Westington reported that the 
BGN tri-fold brochures have been updated to include NGA’s new address and telephone 
numbers.  Members discussed how to print the brochures given the current fiscal 
constraints, but did not reach a consensus. 
 
3.4   Executive Secretary (Yost)  
 
Yost announced that the Annual Meeting of the Council of Geographic Names 
Authorities (COGNA) will be held as scheduled, October 25th-29th in Honolulu, Hawaii.  
The conference rate at the hotel will be honored three days prior and three days after 
the conference.  BGN members are asked to submit topics for the State-Federal 
Roundtable.  After a show of hands, it was determined there is expected to be a quorum 
of the DNC at the conference.  Gilbert, as the member from the Government Printing 
Office, is scheduled to become chair of the DNC in October; however, in his absence 
Logan has offered to chair that meeting.   
 
The DNC staff has received a significant number of emails regarding an apparent effort 
to apply the name John Denver Peak to a summit in Colorado.  In 2009 a proposal was 
submitted, but clarification was needed on several issues and no further information 
was received so the case was closed.  It also was not clear at the time whether the 
proposal was to change the name of Mount Sopris or to apply the new name to an 
unnamed sub-peak.  The entire area is designated wilderness.  The DNC was reminded 
that name changes in such areas are allowed, whereas new names for unnamed features 
are discouraged.  The issue has been reported in newspapers in Aspen and elsewhere, 
noting that a petition with 1,000 signatures is expected to be submitted in support of 
the proposal. 
 
 
 



3.5  Staff Report (Runyon) 
 
The DNC has received a proposal to apply the new name Blue Heron Island to an 
unnamed island in Minnesota.  The proposal, forwarded by the Minnesota State Names 
Authority, included a comment from the Saint Louis County government that “there 
was a desire by the St. Louis County Board to have an Anishinaabe word for Blue Heron 
as a variant name.”  The SNA asked the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer of the Bois 
Forte Band of Chippewa Indians whether the tribal elders had a name for the island.  
The Tribe responded that they did not think it had a name but asked that “Gashagi” be 
recorded as a variant (the original request spelled the variant “Zhashagi”, but since 
then the THPO has determined that that name means ‘stork’ whereas “Gashagi” means 
‘blue heron.’).  Runyon noted that the proposed variant was clearly an 'invented name,' 
and asked whether it met the definition of a variant as such.  After a lengthy discussion, 
the DNC agreed that if the proposed name is approved, the Anishinaabe name can be 
recorded as a variant. 
 
Another new proposal that the DNC has received involves an application change to the 
San Gabriel Mountains in California.  Although the current extent was made official by 
the BGN in 1927, the proponent, who represents the Antelope Valley Conservancy, 
believes the name should also apply to several additional peaks to the west and 
northwest.  A case brief is being prepared and it is expected that this proposal will 
generate widespread interest in the area.  It was noted that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, which is using the name in various Federal grants, one of which prompted this 
proposal, must use the extent as defined by the BGN. 
 
At the May meeting, the DNC was advised of a new proposal that the Oregon 
Geographic Names Board had submitted on behalf of the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation (CTUIR), to apply the name Meeχsem Heepey Butte 
(includes elongated X) for a feature in eastern Oregon.  The DNC voted not to accept the 
proposal as submitted because it violates Principle I, Use of the Roman Alphabet.  The 
CTUIR were apprised of the rejection and have amended the name to Méex̣sem He'epey 
Butte (includes dotted-x).  A case brief has been prepared for the amended name. 
 
The proposal to change Pine Valley Creek in California to Pine Creek (Review List 406) 
has been withdrawn, after the proponent learned there was significant local opposition 
to the renaming effort.   
 
Runyon reported on a recent inquiry that was made regarding the application of the 
name Oka Chippo to a geographic area in north Florida.  After further investigation, it 
was determined that the Choctaw Tribe, the proponents, wish to rename Jackson 
County, as they contend it is the ancestral lands of the Choctaw people.  The proponents 
were advised that county names are “administrative,” and as such are not under the 
BGN’s purview.  The proponents were directed to contact the appropriate county and/or 
State agencies regarding their proposal. 
 
Runyon recently made a presentation to the Cartographic Users Advisory Council on 
the history of the BGN, the Geographic Names Information System, and the ongoing 
effort to scan the BGN decision cards and subject files.  It was suggested that a press 
release be prepared when the material is available online. 



 
Review List 407 is nearing completion and will be released shortly. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (Yost) 
 
Conflation of GNIS data with other Vector layers of The National Map is progressing at 
a rapid rate, and the first steps of the project are nearing completion.  
 
3.7   Principles, Policies, and Procedures (PPP) Review   (Logan) 
 
Logan thanked the DNC for reviewing Chapter 2 of the PPP and for approving 
Principles II, III, IV, and VI.  He expressed his hopes that the Tribal Subcommittee 
could move forward with Chapter 3, Policy X so that it can be presented to the DNC at 
its August meeting.  A meeting has been scheduled for July 22nd at the U.S. Geological 
Survey in Reston, where Policy X will be reviewed along with Chapter 4.  Members 
discussed the issue of integrating the PPP discussion at the upcoming COGNA 
conference.  It was decided to suggest to the COGNA planning committee that the PPP 
be made part of the State-Federal Roundtable. 
 
3.8   Special Committee on Native Names and Tribal Consultation (Kanalley) 
 
Kanalley reported that the Special Committee continued its work on policy and FAQ 
documents at its meeting in June.  The Committee will meet again later today to 
discuss the reformatting of the policy document as well as possible changes to Principles 
I and V as they relate to Policy X.   
 
Fordham reminded the DNC that the Department of the Interior tribal consultation 
policy review continues, noting that the public comment period closes on July 15th.  A 
final policy is expected to be released by the Secretary of Interior by late August.   
 
At this point, one member left the meeting.   
 
4.   Docket Review (Runyon) 
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names 
approved at this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted 
following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 
interested parties – none 
 
Change Dry Creek (FID 313658) to Floyd Creek, Georgia (Review List 405) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this name change.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 



A motion was made and seconded to group together the proposals for Jinnies Branch 
(FID 987614), Little Sauce Pan Creek (FID 988769), and Sauce Pan Creek (FID 
994367), North Carolina (Review List 406) 
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve these name and application changes.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
II.  Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 
Change Rizzo Pond (FID 1771462) to Nepenthe Pond, Connecticut (Review List 405) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve this proposal, citing a lack of a 
compelling reason to change a longstanding name, and the negative recommendation of 
the State Names Authority.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
A motion was made and seconded to reaffirm the name Rizzo Pond and apply a 2011 
BGN decision.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
Agiocochook Crag, New Hampshire (White Mountain National Forest) (Review List 405) 
(FID 2701999) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name. 
 

Vote:   7  in favor 
3  against 
0  abstentions 

 
Three votes were cast citing the Forest Service’s concerns that applying the name to a 
minor feature would undermine the cultural significance of the name, and in the belief 
that the sub-peak did not need a name. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to group together the proposals for Horseshoe Creek 
and Horseshoe Spring, Oklahoma (Review List 404) 
 



Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 
 

After further discussion, it was noted that the supporting evidence for the two names 
differed so a motion was made and seconded to reverse the decision to group the 
proposals. 
 

Vote:   5  in favor 
2  against 
3  abstentions 

 
The negative votes were cast in the belief that the names could be considered together.   
A member left the room temporarily. 
 
Horseshoe Creek, Oklahoma (Review List 404) (FID 2702000) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve this proposal, citing the negative 
recommendation of the State Names Authority.  
 

Vote:   1  in favor 
7  against 
1  abstentions 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
0  abstentions 

 
The member returned to the meeting. 
 
Horseshoe Spring, Oklahoma (Review List 404) (FID 2702001) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this name.  
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
1  abstentions 

 
A member left the room temporarily. 
 
Wally Park, Wyoming (Bighorn National Forest) (Review List 404) 
 
A motion was made and seconded not to approve this proposal, citing an apparent lack 
of sufficient association of the intended honoree with the geographic feature, and in 
support of the negative recommendations of the State Names Authority and the U.S. 
Forest Service.  
 



Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
0  abstentions 

 
The member returned to the room. 
 
III.   New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 
Jeffords Peak, Arizona (Review List 404) (FID 2702002) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
A member left the room. 
 
Hills Creek, Florida (Review List 406) (FID 2702003) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   7  in favor 
0  against 
2  abstentions 
 

A motion was made and seconded to group together the proposals for Calkins Gulch 
(FID 387896) and Calkins Lake (FID 387912), Idaho (Review List 404) 
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
0  abstentions 

 
The member returned to the room.  A motion was made and seconded to approve these 
name changes.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
Banning Lateral, Hilb Ditch, Creston Ditch, Flagg Creek, Flagg Creek Tributary, Johns 
Creek South, Johns Creek Tributary, North Creston Ditch, and North Creston Ditch 
Tributary, Illinois (Review List 406) (FIDs 2702004, 2702005, 2702006, 2702007, 
2702008, 2702009, 2702010, 2702011, 2702012) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to group together these nine proposals. 
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 



1  abstention 
 

A motion was made and seconded to approve these new names. 
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
1  abstention 

 
Change Section Five Lake (FID 637539) to Lake Sally Lou, Michigan (Review List 406) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this name change.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
Change Mango Creek (FID 989271) to Mingo Creek, North Carolina (Review List 405) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this name change.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
Finnegans Knob, Tennessee (Review List 406) (FID 2702013) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   9  in favor 
0  against 
1  abstentions 

 
Carey Creek, Washington (Review List 404) (FID 2702014) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
IV.   Revised Decisions 
 
Change Squapan (FID 576170) (BGN 2001) to Scopan, Squapan Inlet (FID 576171) 
(BGN 2001) to Scopan Inlet, Squapan Knob (FID 576175) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Knob, 
Squapan Lake (FID 576172) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Lake, Squapan Mountain (FID 
576173) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Mountain, and Squapan Stream (FID 576174) (BGN 
2001) to Scopan Stream, Maine (Review List 405) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to group together these six proposals. 



 
Vote:   10  in favor 

  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name changes. 
 

Vote:   8  in favor 
0  against 
2  abstentions 

 
V.   New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Hog Hollow Crater, Idaho (Review List 402) (FID 2702015) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
Mill Creek, Idaho (Review List 400) (FID 2702016) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   8  in favor 
0  against 
2  abstentions 
 

Fantasy Lake, Ohio (Review List 404) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to defer a vote on this proposal, citing a concern that 
the name could be construed to endorse a commercial enterprise.   
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 
The staff was instructed to make inquiries regarding the nature of the Fantasy 
Playground. 
 
Ghost Creek, Oregon (Review List 406) (FID 2702017) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve this new name.  
 

Vote:   10  in favor 
  0  against 
  0  abstentions 

 



 
5. Closing 
 
Location and Time of Next Meeting 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m.  The next meeting of the DNC will take place 
August 11, 2011, at the Main Department of the Interior Building in Washington D.C.   
The members were reminded that the August meeting will be dedicated solely to a 
discussion of the PPP revision and there will be no docket.   
 
       (signed) Louis A. Yost  
 
       

                  _______________________________ 
       Louis A. Yost, Executive Secretary 
 
APPROVED 
(signed) William G. Logan 
 
 
__________________________ 
William G. Logan, Chairman 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
July 2011 

 
I.  Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 
interested parties 
 

Change Dry Creek (FID 313658) to Floyd Creek, Georgia 
(Review List 405) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=34.1042647&p_longi=-
84.9513326&fid=313658 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Dry Creek to Floyd Creek.  The 6.9-mile-long 
stream heads in Paulding County, then flows northeast through the corner of Polk 
County, and into Bartow County where it enters Euharlee Creek.  The name Dry 
Creek appears on U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) topographic maps and is listed in 
GNIS; however, the proponent of the name change provided a copy of a soil survey 
map of Polk County that labels the upstream portion Floyd Creek.  He questioned why 
the stream apparently has two names and suggested that the entire feature be named 
Floyd Creek (the proposed name is also listed in GNIS as a variant of Dry Creek, 
although no details are provided regarding the origin of that variant name).  He noted 
also that the proposed name is historically significant because Floyd Creek Baptist 
Church is located nearby.  He is compiling information on the 150-year old church and 
states, “We do not want future maps to drop the identification.”  A nearby road is also 
named Floyd Creek Road.   
 
The official Georgia Highway Department county maps appear to contribute to the 
confusion; at its head, the stream is labeled Dry Creek on the 1996 Paulding County 
map, the central portion is labeled Floyd Creek on the 1983 Polk County map, and the 
name reverts to Dry Creek on the 1979 Bartow County map.   
 
In addition to this stream, there are 33 others in Georgia named Dry Creek, including 
two others in Bartow County.  With the exception of the church and a historical 
cemetery, there are no other features in the three counties named “Floyd.” 
 
The Bartow County Commissioners were asked to comment on the issue but 
responded that they had no opinion.  Polk County reaffirmed local usage of Floyd 
Creek.  Paulding County did not respond to a request for comments.  The Georgia 
Geographic Names Authority recommends approval of the change, stating, “Historical 
evidence in the State Archives suggests that the creek in question was known from its 
earliest survey in 1832 as Floyd Creek until a 1972 USGS topographical map 
inadvertently misidentified the creek, after which the inaccurate name found its way 
into subsequent federal, state, and county maps.”  The state also provided a list of 
numerous sources that name the stream Floyd Creek, including plats prepared for the 
1832 Cherokee County lottery (“Floyd’s Creek”); Froebel’s 1869 map of Paulding 
County; a 1927 Georgia Power map (as Floy Creek); a 1935 Standard Map Company 
map of Bartow County; and a USGS topographic map from 1908.   Finally, 
“Throughout the 1930s, 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, county highway maps for all 3 



counties either show the creek as Floyd, don’t label it, or don’t have it on the map at 
all.” 
 
A copy of the proposal was sent to the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians of North 
Carolina, the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, and the Seminole Tribe of Florida, all of 
which are Federally recognized.  No response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 

Change application of Jinnys Branch (FID 987614)  
and change name to Jennies Branch, North Carolina 

(Review List 406) 
Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=33.9217111&p_lon
gi=-78.4136081 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=33.9248448&p_lon
gi=-78.4315038 
 
This proposal is the first of three submitted by the Brunswick County Director of 
Management Information Systems, to correct the names and locations of three 
streams in the southern part of the county, just north of Ocean Isle Beach.  The name 
Jinnys Branch is applied currently to a 5.5-mile long stream that flows west-
southwest, then south, then turns east to enter another stream named currently 
Saucepan Creek.  The current names have appeared on U.S. Geological Survey 
topographic maps since at least 1944.  However, according to the proponent, both the 
spellings and the applications are incorrect.  He reports that the name should be 
Jennies Branch and that it should be applied to a 1.4 mile long tributary of the stream 
that is currently named Jinnys Branch.  He claims also that the longer stream is in 
fact Sauce Pan Creek (q.v.).  A 1910 map of Brunswick County, by Charles Henry 
Smith, labels the stream Jennys Branch, at the location as proposed.  Further, Jinnys 
Branch Church, which is labeled on USGS maps, should be named Jennies Branch 
Church (the church’s website confirms this), and so GNIS has been corrected.  The 
identity of “Jennie” is not known. 
 
The North Carolina Geographic Names Board recommends approval of the proposed 
changes.  According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there 
are no tribes with an interest in Brunswick County. 

 
Change application of Saucepan Creek (FID 994367) 

and change name to Sauce Pan Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=33.910546&p_longi
=-78.381572 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=33.9207496&p_lon
gi=-78.4676385 
 
This proposal is to correct the application and change the spelling of the name of 
Saucepan Creek in Brunswick County.  The name Saucepan Creek is applied 
currently to a 1.5 mile long stream that flows in a south-southeast direction into the 
Shallotte River.  Another stream, which is currently labeled Jinnys Branch and which 
is approximately 4.5 miles long, flows into Saucepan Creek from the west.  These 



names and spellings have appeared as such on USGS topographic maps since 1944.  
However, according to the proponent, who serves as the Management Information 
Systems Director for Brunswick County, both the spellings of these two names and 
their locations on USGS maps are incorrect.  He reports that the longer stream 
approaching from the west is in fact Sauce Pan Creek (in the twoword form) and that 
Jennies Branch (not Jinnys Branch) flows into Sauce Pan Creek from the north.  As 
evidence of the proposed change, he provided copies of 1901, 1931, and 1942 warranty 
deeds; a 1910 map of Brunswick County; a 1956 property transfer; and 1984, 1989, 
1997, and 2006 parcel surveys, all of which refer to the longer stream as Sauce Pan 
Creek.  Another State of North Carolina survey (undated) labels the stream Saucepan 
Creek but applies the name to the location that is proposed.  In addition, the most 
recent Brunswick County GIS map (August 2010) shows Sauce Pan Creek to be the 
stream flowing from west to east, as proposed.   
 
The North Carolina Geographic Names Board recommends approval of the proposed 
changes.  According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there 
are no tribes with an interest in Brunswick County. 
 

Change Little Saucepan Creek (FID 988769) to Little Sauce Pan Creek, North 
Carolina 

(Review List 406) 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=33.9171169&p_longi=-
78.3933373&fid=988769 
 
This proposal is to change the spelling of the name of Little Saucepan Creek in 
Brunswick County to Little Sauce Pan Creek.  The stream in question is a 1.5 mile 
long tributary of Saucepan Creek, which is proposed to be changed to Sauce Pan 
Creek (q.v.).  The one word form of “Saucepan” has appeared on USGS maps since 
1944, but the proponent claims local usage has always been two words.   
 
The North Carolina Geographic Names Board recommends approval of the proposed 
changes.  According to the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there 
are no tribes with an interest in Brunswick County. 
 
II.  Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 

Change Rizzo Pond (FID 1771462) to Nepenthe Pond, Connecticut 
(Review List 405) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=41.866763&p_longi=-
73.0278842&fid=1771462 
 
This 8.8 acre reservoir is located in New Hartford Township, 6.3 miles northeast of 
Torrington in Litchfield County.  The current owner bought the property on which the 
reservoir is located in 1981 and is asking that the name Rizzo Pond be changed to 
Nepenthe Pond.  He notes that “nepenthe” is the “magic potion” given to Helen of Troy 
in Homer’s Odyssey to ease her sorrow.  It is an anti-depressant also known as a “drug 
of forgetfulness,” or figuratively, “the one that chases away sorrow.” 
 



The current name Rizzo Pond was recorded in GNIS from a 1981 U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) Dams and Reservoirs list.  It did not appear on USGS topographic 
maps until the latest revision in 2009.  The name appears to be related to the name of 
the contractor who built the reservoir in 1965.  According to the proponent, Mr. Rizzo 
was a local businessman in Torrington; there is today an R. C. Rizzo Construction 
Company, Inc. in Hartford.  There are several people with the last name Rizzo living 
in the area.  The name of the dam that forms the reservoir is Rizzo Pond Dam; it also 
was compiled from the USACE inventory.  The proponent has not indicated that the 
dam is to be renamed, although it is considered an administrative feature and not 
under the BGN’s purview.  
 
The Town of New Hartford Selectmen responded that they support the name change.  
However, the Connecticut State Names Board does not recommend approval, citing a 
reluctance to change a long standing name; specifically, “the preferences of the current 
land owner did not constitute a compelling reason to change the name of the pond. 
The current name has a historical connection with the creation of the feature. It was 
pointed out that the name Rizzo Pond had been in use since the [19]60’s, which 
represents more than 40 years time.”  The State Board also received a letter of 
objection from the Rizzo family, who noted, “Albert Rizzo, Sr. and Michael Rizzo of 
Torrington purchased the property in the early 1960s.  We [dug] this pond, built the 
overflow and dike with the cooperation of the Town and State, which stocked it with 
fish when it was completed.  I spoke to all my relatives and they would like the [name] 
(Rizzo Pond) to continue.” 
 
The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Office of Dam 
Safety was asked to comment on the dam name (although it was not part of the 
proposal); the DEP responded that it uses numeric identifiers for dam features, 
which would not be impacted if the reservoir or dam were renamed.  According to 
the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no tribes with an 
interest in Litchfield County. 
  
A query of GNIS revealed only two features in Connecticut with names containing the 
word “Rizzo”, the aforementioned reservoir and dam.  There are no features in the 
State with “Nepenthe” in their names. 
 

Agiocochook Crag, New Hampshire 
 (White Mountain National Forest) 

(Review List 405) 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=44.2791900000&p_longi=-
71.2913300000 
 
This 5,718 foot summit is located in the White Mountain National Forest, 0.9 miles 
northeast of Mount Washington and 2.1 miles southeast of Mount Jefferson in the 
Presidential Range in Coos County.  According to the proponent, the proposed name 
Agiocochook Crag is the “well known” Native American name that was once applied to 
Mount Washington and which means “Home of the Great Spirit.”  The summit is 
described as a very prominent peak on Mount Washington’s Chandler Ridge between 
Nelson Crag and Ball Crag.  It lies just a few hundred feet outside the boundary of the 
Great Gulf Wilderness.   



 
GNIS lists Agiocochook and Monte Agiocochook as variant names for both the White 
Mountains and for Mount Washington.  Both names also list numerous other variants 
from various sources. 
 
When asked to comment, the Coos County Commissioners responded that they 
support the proposal.  The New Hampshire State Names Authority also recommends 
approval, citing comments received from the Cowasuck Band of the Pennacook-
Abenaki people.  Although the NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database does 
not list any tribes with an interest in Coos County, the SNA suggested that there are 
State-recognized tribes with a historic affiliation to the area.  The SNA offered to 
contact them.   
 
The Sag8mo (chief) of the Cowasuck Band was the only one to respond, stating, “In 
Abenaki Mt. Washington is called the “hidden mountain,” or the “mountain hidden by 
the clouds” which is “K8daakwjo” or “Kôdaakwjo.”  The “8" equals the French ô long 
nasal “O” sound.   I have studied the word that you gave me “Agiocochook” to try to 
figure out if it is a phonetic attempt or poor spelling to sound like some other group of 
words that could be interpreted as “home of the great spirit” but that is not easily 
interpreted as such.  However, I have one similar word “Agiachook” which we refer to 
as the “crystal hills” a reference to the White Mountains. This is because the mica in 
the rock outcrops reflect the sunlight like a crystal or a silver mirror.  This reference 
goes all the way back in time to the first explorers that sailed off the New England 
coast and they saw the White Mountains as made of silver. I have not been able to 
find the details for “Agiachook” but we use it in one of our Abenaki songs to describe 
the White Mountains as the “crystal hills.””  After confirming that the Cowasuck Band 
has no objection to the proposal, the SNA believes the name is acceptable. 
 
The U.S. Forest Service, however, does not support the proposal.  The agency states, 
“The Native American name (Agiocochook) for Mount Washington has always been 
used in reference to the entire mountain and is noted in many books and some map 
publications.  We believe that naming a small crag adjacent to the Mount Washington 
Auto Road could confuse people on the cultural significance of the name.”   
 

Horseshoe Creek, Oklahoma 
(Review List 404) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=34.484061&p_longi
=-97.1813857116 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=34.4858766&p_lon
gi=-97.1848272 
 
This 0.3 mile long stream heads close to an unnamed spring proposed to be named 
Horseshoe Spring (q.v.) and flows southeast to enter Colbert Creek in Murray County.  
In May 2009 the BGN approved a proposal submitted by the same proponent to name 
the summit at the head of the stream Horseshoe Mountain, and so the names 
Horseshoe Creek and Horseshoe Spring are considered associative names.   
 
The Murray County Commissioners concur with the proposal.  The Oklahoma 
Historical Society sees “no reason not to accept the name.”  However, the Oklahoma 



Board on Geographic Names does not endorse it, citing the negative recommendation 
of the Oklahoma Water Resources Board (OWRB), which believes the stream is too 
insignificant to warrant a name.  The OWRB also contends that the stream that the 
proponent wishes to name is in fact a tributary of another longer (unnamed) stream 
that in turn flows into Colbert Creek.  Even though the BGN staff has confirmed with 
the proponent that the stream flows directly into Colbert Creek, the Oklahoma Board 
does not wish to revisit its decision.  According to the NAGPRA Native American 
Consultation Database, there are no Federally recognized tribes with an interest in 
Murray County. 
 
Currently, GNIS lists 24 features in Oklahoma containing the word “Horseshoe” in 
their names: four bends, seven lakes, two schools, four summits, and one each for 
locale, park, post office, ridge, trail, and valley.  With exception of the aforementioned 
summit, none are in Murray County. 
 

Wally Park, Wyoming 
(Bighorn National Forest) 

(Review List 404) 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=44.410278&p_longi=-
107.038611 
 
This proposal would make official the commemorative name Wally Park for a 20 acre 
high mountain meadow located on the eastern slope of the Bighorn Mountains and 
within Bighorn National Forest.  The proponent, a resident of San Antonio, Texas, 
reports that the name came into local use several years ago and that it honors Wallace 
(“Wally”) Teigland (1927-2005), a World War II veteran who worked at various 
mechanical jobs.  He notes, “A local elk hunter, Wally Teigland frequented the 
meadow during elk seasons from approximately 1970 through 1984.  Because Wally 
was usually hunting this meadow, other local hunters of the time period knew the 
meadow as Wally Park.”  Despite being disabled by arthritis, Mr. Teigland was able to 
continue to attend elk hunting camp in the Bighorn Mountains.  According to the 
proponent, Mr. Teigland “was admired by many for his superior mechanical intellect, 
tenacity in the face of his disability, and sense of humor.” 
 
The Wyoming Board of Geographic Names contacted the Johnson County 
Commissioners for an opinion on the proposal, but no response was received which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion.  The U.S. Forest Service does not support 
the proposal, citing a lack of local support and “a lack of a sufficient association of 
the honoree with the feature.”  The State Board concurs with the USFS.   
 
A copy of the proposal was forwarded to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe of North & 
South Dakota, the Santee Sioux Nation, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation, the Oglala Sioux Tribe of the Pine Ridge Reservation, the Lower 
Brule Sioux Tribe of the Lower Brule Reservation, the Crow Tribe of Montana, the 
Crow Creek Sioux Tribe of the Crow Creek Reservation, the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribe of the Cheyenne River Reservation, and the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of 
the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, all of which are Federally recognized.  No 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the 
issue. 



 
III.  New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Jeffords Peak, Arizona 
(Review List 404) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=32.529587&p_longi=-
111.040684 
 
The new name Jeffords Peak is proposed for a 4,696 foot summit in the Tortolita 
Mountains approximately 20 miles north of Tucson.  The new name is intended to 
honor Thomas Jeffords (1832-1914), the U.S. Army scout, Indian agent, and 
stagecoach driver in the Arizona Territory.  According to the proponent, “Jeffords 
enabled the US government to negotiate a peace treaty with the Apache chief Cochise 
in 1872. This is significant because Cochise was the only native American to come to 
terms with the US without having been defeated on the field of battle. Jeffords showed 
great courage and initiative in first having a relationship with Cochise, and then in 
being willing to bring US Army officers into the Dragoon Mountains to actually 
propose and negotiate the peace treaty. This agreement resulted in peace and stability 
for Southeast Arizona for the very first time, and lasted through the death of Cochise 
in 1874 until the revolt and defeat of Geronimo many years later.  Tom Jeffords was 
widely vilified as an Indian lover by the Tucson press….”  He later became deputy 
sheriff in Tombstone.   
 
The unnamed summit is a few miles southeast of Owl Head Buttes, where Jeffords 
acquired a homestead and prospected for gold during the last 22 years of his life.  The 
1950’s film and television series Broken Arrow portrayed the lives of Cochise and 
Jeffords.  Jeffords Point, 260 miles away in Coconino County, was named by the BGN 
in 1932 and also honors Jeffords.  The proponent believes it is appropriate to name a 
second feature in the area where he spent so many years. 
 
The Arizona Board on Geographic and Historic Names (AZBGHN) recommends 
approval of the proposal.  As part of its research, the AZBGHN contacted the Pinal 
County Supervisors on two occasions, but no response was received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the issue.  The Arizona State Land 
Department does not have any objections.  The AZBGHN also forwarded the proposal 
to the AkChin Indian Community, the Fort McDowell Yavapai Apache Nation, the 
Gila River Indian Community, the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, the 
San Carlos Apache Tribe, the White Mountain Apache Tribe and the Tohono O’odham 
Nation, all of which are Federally recognized.  However, no response was received, 
which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the issue. 
 
A decision on this proposal was deferred at the June 2010 BGN meeting, citing a need 
to view a map showing the location of the feature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hills Creek, Florida 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=30.6974161&p_lon
gi=-84.8272204 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=30.7027483&p_lon
gi=-84.8347735 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Hills Creek to an unnamed 
stream in the City of Chattahoochee in Gadsden County.  The name would 
commemorate U.S. Army Captain John Hills (d.1835), who designed and built an 
arsenal in the area.  According to the proponent, who is an employee of the Land 
Administration and Utilities Department of the Florida Department of Corrections, 
her agency manages the property on which the unnamed stream is located.  She adds, 
“We would like to suggest the name Hills Creek for Captain John Hills.  [He] was an 
1815 West Point Graduate.  He was sent to Mt. Vernon, Florida to site, design, and 
construct an arsenal to protect settlers in the area.  He had previously constructed the 
arsenal at Kennebunk, Maine (now Kennebunkport).  Captain Hills requested the 
name of the area be changed to Chattahoochee to avoid confusion with the Mt. Vernon 
Arsenal in Alabama.  Captain Hills died of river fever February 25, 1835 during the 
construction.  His grave sits only yards north of the unnamed creek in a deserted 
cemetery in Chattahoochee, Gadsden County, Florida.” 
 
The proponent continues, “The arsenal was used by the Federal government during 
the Seminole Wars and as an arsenal and POW camp during the Civil War.  The area 
was then given to the State of Florida and the first Florida State Penitentiary was 
located here.  It is the present day location of the Florida State Hospital at 
Chattahoochee.  [The Department of] Corrections suggests the name to honor the man 
responsible for placing for the arsenal in its location and thus impacting much of 
Florida history.  The creek is on property which contains a large cemetery.  The 
cemetery was placed by the Florida State Hospital for the Indigent and Insane 
between 1911 and 1926.  There is a smaller set of gravesites located in the southeast 
corner, this contains graves placed there between 1835 and 1896. Captain Hills’ crypt 
is located in this area.  The Department of Corrections and the Florida Department of 
Children and Family Services is in the process of restoring and preserving the 
cemetery.  This creek will become a part of the restoration plan and future of the 
cemetery.” 
 
This proposal has support of the Florida Department of Corrections and the Florida 
Department of Children and Families.  The Mayor of Chattahoochee is “proud to 
recommend” approval of the name.  The Gadsden County Commissioners were asked 
on two occasions to comment on the name, but no response was received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion.  The Florida State Names Authority has no 
objection to the name.  The proposal was forwarded to the Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
the Muscogee (Creek) Nation, and the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma.  No response 
was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the issue. 
 
According to GNIS, there is one feature in Florida with “Hills Creek” in its name, a 
canal named Oakland Hills Creek in Charlotte County.  There are also four streams 



with “Hill Creek” in their names.  High Hill Creek in Wakulla County is the closest, 
40 miles southwest of the stream in question. 
 

Change O’Calkens Gulch (FID 387896) to Calkins Gulch, Idaho 
(Sawtooth National Forest/Sawtooth National Recreation Area) 

(Review List 404) 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=44.2185268&p_longi=-
114.4825655&fid=387896 
 
This is the first of two proposals submitted by a local historian to correct the names of 
a valley and lake in the Sawtooth National Forest in Custer County.  The features are 
named currently O’Calkens Gulch and Ocalkens Lake, but the proponent has found 
evidence that the correct spelling is “Calkins.”  His extensive research into the area’s 
early mining history suggests that both features were likely named for Stephen 
Calkins (1842-1922), a native of Illinois who with his family moved to Idaho in 1879.  
Over the next 40-plus years, Calkins filed numerous claims in Custer County, 
including quartz location notices, placer and water claims, and deeds.  He was 
instrumental in building the first bridge across the Salmon River in the area, and he 
also worked to improve the local wagon roads.  His 20 acre land claim was just above 
the small community of Robinson Bar, which is approximately eight miles from both 
the valley and the lake.  As Calkins’s obituary noted, “Many of the roads and ditches 
of that section were built by him, surveyed with a triangle.  Those traveling the 
Salmon river route to the Yellowstone park will pass over miles of land of his 
building.”  The proponent notes, “The master name index at the Custer County 
Recorder’s office shows several individuals whose surnames are Calkins, but none as 
Calkens, O. Calkens, O’Calkens, Ocalkens, Caulkens, or Ocalkene. Eighty-nine of 
these records are linked to Stephen C. Calkins.” 
 
The name O’Calkens Gulch has appeared on U.S. Geological Survey maps since 1982 
and was also labeled on the 1986 Forest Service visitor map.  The valley is 
approximately two miles long and lies 10 miles from Ocalkens Lake.  All online 
references to the valley’s name appear to derive from the GNIS entry.   
 
The Custer County Commissioners and the Idaho Geographic Names Advisory 
Council both recommend approval of the name change, while the U.S. Forest Service 
has no objection.  The  
Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of 
the Fort Hall Indian Reservation of Idaho were asked to comment on the proposal.  No 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 
This proponent has submitted several other proposals to the BGN; in 2009 his 
application to change Swimm Lake and Swimm Creek to Swim Lake and Swim Creek 
was approved, as were his proposals for Born Lakes to Boorn Lakes, Blackman Peak 
to Blackmon Peak, and Ants Basin to Antz Basin (2007).  All of these names refer to 
the area’s early miners, prospectors, and settlers. 
 
 
 
 



Change Ocalkens Lake (FID 387912) to Calkins Lake, Idaho 
(Sawtooth National Forest/Sawtooth National Recreation Area) 

(Review List 404) 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=44.1240786&p_longi=-
114.6400689&fid=387912 
 
This is the second of two proposals to change the names of a lake and a valley in the 
Sawtooth National Forest.  The name Ocalkens Lake has appeared on U.S. Geological 
Survey maps since 1982, but the proponent believes the correct spelling should be 
Calkins Lake.  He notes that the 1919 USGS topographic map, as well as a 1930 
USGS Bulletin, both labeled the feature Calkins Lake, as proposed.  The Idaho 
Encyclopedia (Idaho Writer’s Project, 1938) appears to contain the first occurrence of 
the spelling “Ocalkens,” while the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, in a 1956 
report, called it Ocalkene Lake.  The GNIS entry for Ocalkens Lake already lists 
Calkins Lake as a variant name. 
 
The lake in question is approximately 8.5 acres in size and lies 10 miles southwest of 
O’Calkens Gulch (proposed Calkins Gulch (q.v.)).  It is also just one mile from an 
unnamed summit that is referred to at various hiking websites as Calkens Peak, 
Calkins Peak, or Caulkens Peak (the summit is officially unnamed).  There is also a 
benchmark at the peak of this summit marked “CALKENS 1961”, the description of 
which reads “On [a] high ridge overlooking Calkens Lake….”   
 
Lalia Boone’s Idaho Place Names—A Geographical Dictionary (1988) includes an 
entry for “Ocalkens Lake.  Also Calkins Lake.  Named after a pioneer resident.”  
Another volume, Idaho: A Climbing Guide—Climbs, Scrambles, and Hikes (Lopez, 
2000), spells the name Ocalkens Lake in the text, but an accompanying map labels it 
Calkens Lake.  The proponent believes there is considerable evidence that the feature 
was named for Stephen Calkins who took out numerous claims and deeds in the 
vicinity of the lake. 
 
The Custer County Commissioners and the Idaho Geographic Names Advisory 
Council both recommend approval of the name change, while the U.S. Forest Service 
has no objection.  The  
Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation and the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of 
the Fort Hall Indian Reservation of Idaho were asked to comment on the proposal.  No 
response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 

Banning Lateral, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.922141&p_lon
gi=-89.057235 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.948351&p_lon
gi=-89.053030 
 
This is the first of nine proposals submitted by a civil engineer in Rochelle, on behalf 
of the Rochelle City Council, to apply new names and make official existing names 
for streams located within and just outside the boundaries of Rochelle in Ogle 



County, and in neighboring Lee County.  The City is attempting to formalize names 
for use on its base flood maps.   
 
The Ogle County Commissioners and the Lee County Commissioners were asked to 
comment on the nine proposed names; the request indicated that no response would 
imply support of the City of Rochelle’s proposals.  No response was received.  The 
Illinois State Names Authority recommends approval of the proposed names.   
 
A copy of the proposals was forwarded to the following Federally recognized tribes: 
the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, the Prairie Band of Potawatomi Nation, the 
Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, the Forest County Potawatomi of Wisconsin, the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation, the Hannahville Indian Community, the Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri in 
Kansas and Nebraska, the Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma, and the Sac and Fox 
Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa.  No response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 
The first proposal is to apply the name Banning Lateral to an unnamed 2.1 mile long 
stream that lies partially in the City of Rochelle.  The proponent was not able to 
provide any details regarding the origin of the proposed name.  However, according 
to The Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois (1909), the Banning family were early 
residents of Lee County.  Benjamin Banning (1816-1891) operated a farm south of 
Rochelle.  His son Robert was employed in highway and railroad construction, and 
served as Road Commissioner in Flagg Township before settling in Rochelle in his 
later years.  
 

Hilb Ditch, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.916388&p_lon
gi=-89.045833 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.916388&p_lon
gi=-89.020555 
 
This proposal, also submitted by the Rochelle City Council, is to apply the name Hilb 
Ditch to an unnamed stream in Ogle County.  The proponent did not indicate the 
origin of the proposed name.  However, an online search reveals that Emanuel Hilb 
(1834-1919) was a prosperous merchant and farmer in Rochelle, later a City 
Alderman, and in the 1880s president of the Rochelle National Bank (Historical 
Encyclopedia of Illinois, 1909). 
 
The remaining seven proposals submitted by the Rochelle City Council are listed 
under Category V below.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Change Section Five Lake (FID 637539) to Lake Sally Lou, Michigan 
(Review List 406) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=46.670487&p_longi=-
88.0851315 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Section Five Lake, located in northern 
Marquette County, to Lake Sally Lou.  The new name would commemorate Sally 
Lou Richert (1949- 2005), who in 2002 purchased 105 acres that included the lake.  
Over the next three years, she spent many days at this lake.  At the time of her 
death, she was working with The Nature Conservancy to put a conservation 
easement on the property to ensure it would never be developed and would always 
remain a wilderness.  During a lifetime of love for wildlife and the outdoors, she 
developed a passion for animals and their environment.  She volunteered at the 
Cascade Humane Society, and was a member of the Timber Wolf Alliance of 
Wisconsin.  Although Ms. Richert died before the easement was complete, her 
husband, who is proposing this name change, finished her work and the easement is 
now in place.  He adds, “It would be a fitting memorial to her to name this lake Sally 
Lou [Lake].” 
 
The Michigamme Township Board and the Township Planning Board both recommend 
approval of the name change, as do the Marquette County Commissioners and the 
Michigan State Names Authority.   
 
A copy of the proposal was forwarded to the following Federally recognized tribes: the 
Bad River Band of the Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians of the Bad River 
Reservation, the Bay Mills Indian Community, the Bois Forte Band (Nett Lake) of the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, the Fond du Lac Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, 
the Grand Portage Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, the Grand Traverse Band 
of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community, the Lac 
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, the Lac Vieux 
Desert Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, the Leech Lake Band of the 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, the 
Mille Lacs Band of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, 
the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, the Red Lake 
Band of Chippewa Indians, the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of 
Michigan, the Sokaogon Chippewa Community, the St Croix Chippewa Indians of 
Wisconsin, and the White Earth Band of Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.  No response 
was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the issue. 
 
According to GNIS, there is one other feature in Michigan with “Sally” in its name; 
Lake Sally, also in Marquette County, is located 25 miles southeast of Section Five 
Lake.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Change Mango Creek (FID 989271) to Mingo Creek, North Carolina 
(Review List 405) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=35.7712625&p_longi=-
78.5386129&fid=989271 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Mango Creek, a 3.8 mile long tributary of the 
Neuse River in Wake County, to Mingo Creek.  Although the name Mango Creek has 
appeared on USGS topographic maps since 1987, the proponent, Senior Planner for 
the Town of Knightdale, reports it should be Mingo Creek.  He states, “Oral history is 
that “Mingo” was the slave supervisor at nearby Midway Plantation, and the creek 
was named for him.  He is buried at an unmarked slave cemetery … just north of the 
creek.  The plantation family who owned him were the Hintons.”  A 1784 inventory of 
John Hinton’s estate listed “Eleven tracts of land in Wake County, one tract in 
Johnston County, [and] (Negroes) Mingoe....” 
 
As evidence of present-day usage of the proposed name, the proponent provided copies 
of various North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) sources, including 
the 2007 Annual Report, which includes an analysis of the Mingo Creek Bridge 
Crossing, and the 2009-2015 Highway Program Plan that refers to the Mingo Creek 
Greenway.  A 2010 Federal Highway Administration grant program report lists 
construction plans for the Mingo Creek Greenway, as does the North Carolina Capital 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.  Other present-day and recent sources that 
label the stream Mingo Creek include a 2009 Knightdale Chamber of Commerce map, 
the Knightdale 2027 Comprehensive Plan, and a 1984 Wake County easement plat 
and deed.  The 2008 Raleigh Parks and Recreation Neuse River Trail Report lists 
“Mango (Mingo) Creek.”  Also found online is a reference to the Mingo Creek 
Townhomes in Knightdale.  
 
In addition to USGS maps, a 2002 NCDOT planning document listed the stream’s 
name as Mango Creek, as does the North Carolina Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources Division and Water Quality.  USGS field notes from 1968 state 
that the field man “very clearly hand wrote the name Mango Creek on the name edit 
overlay; on the name check sheet [he] listed two Knightdale merchants as sources for 
the name of this stream.”  The stream was shown but not labeled on the 1951 USGS 
15-minute map. 
 
The proponent reports also that a historical right-of-way deed for the Raleigh & 
Pamlico Sound Railroad from Mr. Henry Haywood Knight (Knightdale’s namesake) 
referenced “Mingor Creek”.  He suggests, “Much like “Mingor” could be a result of a 
dialectical difference, “Mango” also could very easily be the result of a “drawl” in 
pronouncing Mingo.”  Other historical maps that show Mingo Creek include A.W. 
Shaffer’s 1887 Map of Wake County; W. G. Clements’ 1904 School map of Wake 
County; and the 1974 Wake County Tax Map.   
 
The Director of the Knightdale Department of Parks and Recreation supports the 
name change, as does the government of Wake County.  The North Carolina 
Geographic Names Board also recommends approval of the change.  According to the 
NAGPRA Native American Consultation Database, there are no tribes with an 
interest in Wake County. 



Finnegans Knob, Tennessee 
(Review List 406) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=35.8683778&p_longi=-
87.0048952 
 
This proposal is to apply the new commemorative name Finnegans Knob to an 
unnamed 898-foot summit in Williamson County, 8.5 miles southwest of Franklin.  
The proponent states the name would commemorate her late husband John 
Finnegan (1941-2006), a longtime area resident who was active in the Leipers Fork 
community.  She describes him as “an avid sportsman, hiker of the Appalachian 
Trail, hunter, sports coach, scout leader, and church leader,” as well as “an 
entrepreneur and community advocate.”  Mr. Finnegan served on the community 
boards of numerous community businesses and charity organizations.  After retiring 
from corporate life, he worked as a teaching assistant in the special education 
department of Franklin High School.  For nine years, the Finnegan family also 
operated a bed and breakfast near the base of the unnamed summit.  The proponent 
reports, “The wooded hilltop has served as a campsite for grandchildren, family 
members and Cub Scouts [as well as] a hunting area for neighbors and friends.  This 
ridge also has religious significance.  This spot was a favorite retreat site for my late 
husband John Finnegan and has been used by other religious groups and 
individuals as a natural sanctuary.  John regarded it as his personal Garden of 
Eden.”   Finally, she adds, “All the neighbors on adjacent properties are supportive 
of the name.”   
 
After the Williamson County Commissioners passed a resolution in support of the 
name, the Tennessee State Names Committee voted to also endorse the name.  The 
Eastern Bank Cherokee Indians of North Carolina was asked to comment on the 
proposal, but no response was received which is presumed to indicate a lack of an 
opinion on the issue.  According to GNIS, there are no other features in Tennessee 
with the word “Finnegan” in their names. 
 

Carey Creek, Washington 
(Review List 404) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=48.164082&p_longi
=-117.199831 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=48.172325&p_longi
=-117.238541 
 
The name Carey Creek is proposed for a 2.7 mile long stream in southern Pend Oreille 
County, 7 miles west of Newport.  The stream flows generally east and south before 
entering an unnamed stream.  The new name is intended to commemorate Tom 
Carey, who homesteaded along the stream in the late 1800s.  The proponent, who 
acquired property adjacent to the stream in 1976, reports that in dealing with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Game (WDFG), he is typically asked to provide 
the stream’s name.  Both the WDFG and the Department of Ecology, as well as the 
Pend Oreille County Historical Society, have found no existing name for the stream.    
 
The Pend Oreille County Board of Commissioners is in support of the proposal.  This 
is one of several proposals that were pending before the Washington Board on 



Geographic Names when it was abolished in March 2010.  As a result, it was 
forwarded to the U.S. Board, which citing the lack of a State Names Authority, 
attempted to solicit a recommendation from the Governor’s Office.  The Governor was 
asked on two occasions to comment on the name but no response was received.  The 
second letter indicated that if there was no response the BGN would proceed with its 
vote without State input.  A copy of the proposal was also sent to the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation and the Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel 
Reservation.  No response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an 
opinion on the issue.   
 
IV.  Revised Decisions  
 

Change Squapan (FID 576170) (BGN 2001) to Scopan, 
Squapan Inlet (FID 576171) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Inlet, 
Squapan Knob (FID 576175) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Knob, 
Squapan Lake (FID 576172) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Lake, 

Squapan Mountain (FID 576173) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Mountain, 
and Squapan Stream (FID 576174) (BGN 2001) to Scopan Stream, Maine 

(Review List 405) 
Populated place: 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.5630976&p_longi=-
68.3780958&fid=576170 
Inlet: 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.6208753&p_longi=-
68.2305916&fid=576171 
Knob: 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.5708754&p_longi=-
68.2003125&fid=576175 
Lake: http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.5564&p_longi=-
68.32541&fid=576172 
Mountain: 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.6100419&p_longi=-
68.191979&fid=576173 
Stream: 
http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglemap?p_lat=46.560042&p_longi=-
68.3869849&fid=576174 
 
These six proposals were submitted by the Maine State Names Authority (SNA) on 
behalf of the Aroostook County Board of Commissioners, to change the names of 
geographic features in the county from “Squapan” to “Scopan.”  Prior to 2001, these 
features were named “Squa Pan,” but in February 2001 the BGN approved a proposal 
submitted by the SNA to change the names to “Squapan.”  Those proposals were made 
in accordance with State Legislation that prohibited the use of the words “Squaw” or 
“Squa.”  At the time, “Squapan” was considered acceptable because it means “bear den.”  
The County Commissioners concurred with the changed to “Squapan,” as did the local 
municipalities. 
 
In 2009, in response to an initiative by the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission, the 
124th Maine Legislature passed L.D. 797, “An Act To Fully Implement the Legislative 



Intent in Prohibiting Offensive Place Names,” which determined that “the designation 
‘squa’ or any derivation of ‘squa’ as a separate word or as a separate syllable in a word 
[is considered offensive].”  As a result, the State replaced the names with “Scopan” for 
State use.  The new word was suggested because “it is referenced on one of the oldest 
maps the committee reviewed; the name is not offensive; [and] overall [the] committee 
believes it is a good fit.”  According to a summary of the State’s actions in Indian 
Country Today, the legislation “closes a loophole in the original Offensive Place Names 
Act by banning the use of the word ‘squa’ in conjunction with other words.”   
 
The six changes in question would affect the names of the small unincorporated 
community of Squapan, a four mile long stream (Squapan Inlet); Squapan Mountain 
and its highest point Squapan Knob; Squapan Lake, and Squapan Stream.  In addition 
to the County Commissioners and the State Names Authority, the Town of Masardis, 
the Town of Castle Hill, and the Town of Ashland also recommend approval of the 
changes to features within their jurisdiction.  The Aroostook Band of Micmac Indians 
and the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians, as members of the Maine Indian Tribal-
State Commission, were instrumental in the passage of L.D. 797.  They were also 
contacted and asked to comment specifically on these proposals.  No further response 
was received. 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties  
 

Hog Hollow Crater, Idaho 
(Review List 402) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnis538/getgooglecoor?p_lat=43.970595&p_longi=-
111.453591 
 
This crater, with an area of approximately 327 acres, is located 11 miles east of Saint 
Anthony in Fremont County.  According to the proponent, the feature is “a large vent 
or crater to a shield volcano.  It is oval shaped and about 0.7 miles maximum 
diameter.  It is clearly visible on the ground once one is cued that the [surrounding] 
hills form an oval.  It is on private land and is mostly covered with grass except the 
northern slopes of the rim are covered with aspen trees.  [Some] areas of the rim have 
out crops of rock that [are] clearly igneous and form escarpments typical of a crater.”  
Regarding the proposed name, he adds, “[The] crater is just north and above Hog 
Hollow that is a depression that runs north/south.  Hog Hollow is probably a caldera 
while the crater and shield are resurgent volcanism that followed the caldera forming 
eruption.  Hog Hollow was named by a famous trapper that lived in the area in the 
1870s.  Being an Englishman, he referred to yellow bellied marmots that [lived] there 
as ground hogs or hogs and named the depression Hog Hollow.”  Finally, “It is newly 
discovered and will be of interest to those interested in the Snake River Plain-
Yellowstone geology.  [It m]ay become a local point of interest.”  According to GNIS, 
the valley is the only other feature in Idaho named “Hog Hollow.”   
 



The Fremont County Commissioners were asked on two occasions to comment on the 
proposal but no response was received which is presumed to indicate a lack of an 
opinion.  The Idaho Geographic Names Advisory Council recommends approval of the 
name.  The Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River Reservation and the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribes of the Fort Hall Indian Reservation, both of which are Federally recognized, 
were asked to comment but no response was received, which is also presumed to 
indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 

Mill Creek, Idaho 
(Review List 400) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnis538/getgooglecoor?p_lat=48.3647222222222&
p_longi=-116.852222222222 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gnis538/getgooglecoor?p_lat=48.3986111111111&
p_longi=-116.831388888889 
 
This 7 mile long unnamed stream, proposed to be named officially Mill Creek, flows 
south and then west, to enter the East River in west-central Bonner County, 14 miles 
west-northwest of Sandpoint.  The proponent, who also submitted the proposals for 
Garten Creek and Garten Meadow (approved July 2010) reports the name Mill Creek 
was given to the stream after she and her husband acquired the property several 
decades ago.  When they first moved to the area, the stream followed a more 
southwesterly course and there was an old mill on the site.  More recently, the stream 
was diverted and the mill was torn down and rebuilt on the new stream course.   
 
The Bonner County Commissioners do not have an opinion on the issue, while the 
Idaho Geographic Names Advisory Council recommends approval.  The Coeur d’Alene 
Tribe of the Coeur d’Alene Reservation, the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes of 
the Flathead Reservation, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, the 
Kalispel Indian Community of the Kalispel Reservation, and the Spokane Tribe of the 
Spokane Reservation, all of which are Federally recognized, were asked to comment 
on the proposal.  No response was received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an 
opinion. 
 
In Idaho, there are 45 streams containing the word “Mill” in their name, including 36 
named Mill Creek, but none are in Bonner County. 
 

Creston Ditch, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.920555&p_lon
gi=-89.058055 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.9102777&p_lo
ngi=-88.976666 
 
This is the first of remaining seven names submitted by the City of Rochelle, which 
is attempting to formalize names for use on its base flood maps.   
 
The Ogle County Commissioners and the Lee County Commissioners were also 
asked to comment on these seven proposed names; the request indicated that no 
response would imply support of the City of Rochelle’s proposals.  No response was 



received.  The Illinois State Names Authority recommends approval of the proposed 
names.   
 
A copy of the proposals was forwarded to the following Federally recognized tribes: 
the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, the Prairie Band of Potawatomi Nation, the 
Ho-Chunk Nation of Wisconsin, the Forest County Potawatomi of Wisconsin, the 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska, the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, the Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation, the Hannahville Indian Community, the Sac & Fox Nation of Missouri in 
Kansas and Nebraska, the Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma, and the Sac and Fox 
Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa.  No response was received, which is presumed to 
indicate a lack of an opinion. 
 
The name Creston Ditch is proposed for a 5.5 mile long stream in Ogle County, east 
of Rochelle.  The name was chosen because the stream heads approximately one 
mile south of the community of Creston and flows under Creston Road.   
 

Flagg Creek, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.901388&p_lon
gi=-89.079722 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.975000&p_lon
gi=-89.119444 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Flagg Creek for a 5 mile long tributary of 
the Kyte River in Ogle County.  According to the proponent, the name Flagg Creek 
has come into local use over the past ten years, presumably because the stream 
flows past the community of Flagg Center.   
 

Flagg Creek Tributary, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.954166&p_lon
gi=-89.112777 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.969166&p_lon
gi=-89.109444 
 
The name Flagg Creek Tributary is proposed for an unnamed stream in Ogle 
County.  The stream is a one mile long tributary of a longer stream proposed to be 
named officially Flagg Creek. 
 

Johns Creek South, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.879444&p_lon
gi=-89.037777 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.864444&p_lon
gi=-88.993055 
 
This proposal is to apply the name Johns Creek South to an unnamed tributary of 
Johns Creek, just to the southeast of the City of Rochelle in Lee County.   
 



Johns Creek Tributary, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.883055&p_lon
gi=-89.005555 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.868333&p_lon
gi=-88.994444 
 
The name Johns Creek Tributary is proposed for an unnamed 1.3 mile long stream 
near the City of Rochelle in Ogle County.  The stream flows into Johns Creek. 
 

North Creston Ditch, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.9241850&p_lo
ngi=-89.0328169 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.9487666&p_lo
ngi=-89.0247917 
 
This proposal is to apply the name North Creston Ditch to an unnamed stream in 
the City of Rochelle.  The stream flows into another stream proposed to be named 
Creston Ditch, which in turn heads near the community of Creston. 
 

North Creston Ditch Tributary, Illinois 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.9312093&p_lo
ngi=-89.0246201 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.936111&p_lon
gi=-88.992500 
 
This proposal is to apply the name North Creston Ditch Tributary to an unnamed 
stream in the City of Rochelle.  The stream flows into another unnamed stream 
proposed to be named North Creston Ditch. 
 

Fantasy Lake, Ohio 
(Review List 404) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=41.608704&p_longi=-
80.717926 
 
This approximately 4.6-acre body of water, proposed to be named Fantasy Lake, is 
located 2.7 miles west-northwest of Cherry Valley in New Lyme Township in 
Ashtabula County.  The proponent purchased the property in 2009 to be a family 
getaway location.  They have built “a huge commercial play ground and called the 
property Fantasy Ranch.” Although the body of water existed when the family 
acquired it, the previous owners had no registered name for it.   
 
The New Lyme Township Trustees responded that they support the name.  The 
Ashtabula County Commissioners did not respond to two requests for comment.  The 
Ohio State Names Authority also supports the proposal.  The NAGPRA Native 
American Consultation Database does not list any tribes with an interest in 



Ashtabula County.  According to GNIS, there are no other geographic features in 
Ohio with the word “Fantasy” in their name. 
 

Horseshoe Spring, Oklahoma 
(Review List 404) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=34.4858766&p_longi=-
97.1848272 
 
This unnamed spring proposed to be named Horseshoe Spring is located 3.8 miles 
southwest of Davis, on the southeast slope of Horseshoe Mountain (BGN 2009) and 
close to the head of a stream proposed to be named Horseshoe Creek (q.v.).   
 
The Murray County Commissioners are in support of the proposed name, while the 
Oklahoma Historical Society sees “no reason not to accept the name.”  The Oklahoma 
Board on Geographic Names recommends approval.  According to the NAGPRA 
Native American Consultation Database, there are no Federally recognized tribes 
with an interest in Murray County. 
 

Ghost Creek, Oregon 
(Review List 406) 

Mouth:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=45.5916788&p_lon
gi=-122.9914664 
Source:http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getgooglecoor?p_lat=45.6169444444444
&p_longi=-123.020833333333 
 
This three mile long unnamed stream, proposed to be named Ghost Creek, heads just 
to the west of Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club and flows generally southeast through the 
community of North Plains where it enters McKay Creek.  The name was submitted 
by the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) on behalf of the Manager of the City 
of North Plains, who in turn received the suggested name from the Washington 
County Historical Society.  The proponent wishes to continue the Halloween theme 
used by the Pumpkin Ridge Golf Club.  One of the two courses at the golf club is 
named Ghost Creek Golf Course; the other is Witch Hollow Golf Course.   
 
Local property owners were polled and articles referring to the naming effort appeared 
in the local newspaper, but no opposition to the proposed name was received.   In 
addition to the North Plains City Council, the Washington County Commissioners and 
the OGNB are in support of the name.  The OGNB, as part of its research, forwarded 
the proposal to the Oregon Legislative Commission on Indian Services, which in turn 
forwarded it to all tribes with a possible interest in the feature.  No response was 
received, which is presumed to indicate a lack of an opinion on the issue. 
 


